
Sermon Title: The Word of God and Your Relationships 

Passage: 1 Peter 1:22-25 

Sermon Idea: Your relationships within the body of Christ are radically transformed by the Word of God. 

 

Context: Peter is writing to persecuted believers spread throughout Asia Minor. Peter, in verses 1:1-12, encourages his 

recipients by reminding them of the Gospel. They have been rebirthed into a new family by the work of God. He reminds 

them that the trials they face refine their faith. In the next section, Peter gives the believers four major commands to 

follow in response to their salvation. Today, we will look at the third command: “love one another earnestly.” 

 

I. You must love one another because you have responded to the Gospel (v. 22a). 

a. The Gospel gave you new life after you responded with humble repentance. 

b. The Gospel set you apart for a new purpose: to glorify God by sacrificially loving your brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

c. The Gospel equipped you with the capacity to sacrificially love one another. 

II. You must love one another because God has rebirthed you with His eternal, durable Word (vv. 23-25). 

a. The eternal, durable Word of God was the seed that gave you this new life. 

b. The quality of the seed planted determines the quality of the life given. Because the Word of God is 

eternal and durable, your new life is now eternal and durable! 

c. The relationship friction you face, from minor offenses to major persecution, cannot prevent you from 

sacrificially loving. Why? Because your new life can now endure any circumstance God sovereignly 

places you in (1 Peter 1:6-7)! 

III. You must love one another with genuine, unhypocritical love (v. 22b). 

a. The two bookends that surround this command show the great difficulty of the task given to you. 

b. The sacrificial love you are commanded to show has two qualities: 

i. Your love must be without hypocrisy. 

ii. Your love must be earnest. 

c. The earnest love you are called to show is displayed in Christ’s crucifixion, the greatest example of 

sacrificial love (Luke 22:42, 44). 

d. The sacrificial love you must display can be further applied by looking at the opposite of love (1 Peter 

2:1). 

 

Conclusion: This love described is terribly hard to demonstrate. Unhypocritical, earnest love does not come naturally to 

you or me. This is exactly why Peter surrounds this command with two necessary truths that enable you to love like this.  

The Gospel, and the eternal, durable seed that gave you new life allows you to display love to your siblings in Christ in 

any situation. 

 

You can love others without hypocrisy. You can love others with earnest, self-sacrificing devotion. You can have 

relationships that are radically different, but only because of the life-giving gospel and the radically transforming power 

of the Word of God in you. 

 

Application Questions: 

1. How does the Gospel change your interactions with each other? 

2. What speech or actions do you show to others that denies your new purpose to love one another? 

3. Where are you tempted to think you cannot endure difficulties within a relationship? What has the Word of God 

given you that changes the situation? 


